Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 13th October 2010 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Padraig McKenny
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Jim Tenanty, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy, Pearse McGeough.


Officials:

Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer


In Attendance:
Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer

Apologies:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager
-------------------------------

MINUTE 82/10
Minutes
The minutes of the special meeting held on 7th September 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Kavanagh

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 8th September 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
Matters Arising

In response to Cllr Tenanty, Paul Gallagher will follow up on the wall at Debudy Lane.
MINUTE 83/10
Irish Walled Town Network
Brendan McSherry outlined some important points in the proposed plan and sought for the plan to be adopted by members. 
A discussion followed as to the benefits of the plan and it was adopted on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr McCoy.

In response to Cllr McKenny, Brendan McSherry advised that a Heritage Town, as a formal status, is no longer available.   He answered questions members had in relation to the town wall and embankment and advised on how the adaptation of the plan would help protect same.
Cllr Tenanty suggested a meeting be organised in January for any interested parties who wish to get involved in implementing the plan.

MINUTE 84/10
Town Improvement Fund
It was agreed to install 3 pieces of outdoor fitness equipment in the Fairgreen on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
Mairead Duffy advised there is €3,000 available for the erection of existing Christmas lighting.  In response to Cllr McCoy, Ms Duffy advised that no funds are available for the purchase of additional lighting in 2010.
MINUTE 85/10

Halloween Fireworks Display

It was agreed to go ahead with a Firework Display on 31st October in St. Mary’s GFC.

MINUTE 86/10

Proposed Town Twinning
Cllr Tenanty advised a menu would be available at the next monthly meeting.
MINUTE 87/10
St Brigid’s Hospital
Cllr McCoy reported to members from a meeting he attended with the HSE.  He advised members that the future of St Brigid’s Hospital was not discussed.  
MINUTE 88/10

Notice by Auditor of Commencement of Audit
Noted
Minute 89/10

Notice of Motion
8.1 From Cllr. Minogue
“that the Minister of Justice be asked not to use under age children to take park in the campaign of “buying of alcohol”.
After a vote of 5:4 the motion was declined.
MINUTE 90/10

Notice of Question

9.1 From Cllr Farrelly

“is it possible to get Fosters Fountain in Irish Street working again?”

Paul Gallagher told member there were issues with vandalism on the last occasion this fountain was in working order but agreed to look into the matter with a view to the upcoming Nettuno visit.

MINUTE 91/10

AMAI Conference Report
Cllr Hatrick & Cllr Tenanty reported to members on the recent AMAI Conference they attended.

MINUTE 92/10

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Monaghan Town Council – Supported
MINUTE 93/10

Correspondence

NFLAS Seminar – Noted
AMAI Newsletter - Noted
MINUTE 94/10
AOB
Vote of Congratulations – Cllr McKenny congratulated Tallanstown and Ardee Educate Together on their recent wins in the 2010 National Tidy Towns Competition. It was agreed to hold a Civic Reception in honour of Ardee Educate Together on 19th October in Ardee Castle on the proposal of Cllr McKenny, seconded by Cllr McCoy.  This reception will be held in conjunction with Louth County Council.
Cllr McCoy proposed a vote of congratulation be sent to Pat Keenan after he was named an All-Star.  All agreed.
Lights – Paul Gallagher agreed to follow up repair of lights in the following locations: Moorehall, Tierney Street & Willow Close.
Cllr McCoy proposed a reduction in the length of time public lighting is switched on.  Cllrs McKenny, McGeough & Malone disagreed.
Press Article – Cllr Tenanty expressed his disappointment with a recent article in the local press proposing the abolition of Town Councils.  A discuss followed and it was decided no correspondence should be issued in response. 
Odour – Cllr Farrelly showed photographs of slurry on Railway Walk.  Paul Gallagher will follow up.
Junior Council – Cllr McGeough asked that students of Ardee Community School be invited to a Council Meeting.  It was agreed to invite 4/5 representatives from the Junior Council to the January Meeting.
Roundabout  – Paul Gallagher advised Cllr Malone that a contractor was being lined up to repair the roundabout at Christ of King.
Footpath – Cllr Malone commended Louth County Council on the footpath installed on the Castleguard Rd and asked if lights would be erected.  Cllr McKenny advised that this footpath was funded by grants issued to Former Town Commissioners.
Potholes – Cllr McCoy asked that potholes be repaired in Tierney St.  Paul Gallagher advised that this is not a public road.
Disabled Permit – In response to Cllr Minogue, Mairead Duffy advised that Disabled Permits are issued by the Irish Wheelchair Association.
Boys School – Cllr Minogue asked if the Bus Stop on Drogheda Rd. could be moved.  Paul Gallagher advised this was not possible.

Tree Planting – Paul Gallagher advised Cllr Hatrick that he would follow up on the planting of the tree in the Fairgreen.

Rates – Cllr McKenny referred to correspondence sent to Louth County Council in relation to rates.  Cllr McGeough said rates will be discussed at the Budget Meeting and hoped that Louth County Council deal sympathetically with people experiencing problems with rates.
Cllr McKenny asked that Ardee Town Council write to Louth County Council requesting a rates holiday be given to new businesses similar to that in operation in Dundalk Town Council and Drogheda Borough Council.  All agreed.

Cathaoirleach Padraig McKenny thanked members for their co-operation.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
